
Notes on The Phantom of the Opera 
 

● Based on the 1911 French novel by Gaston Leroux.   
● He was heavily influenced by Edgar Allen Poe.  
● The musical is by Andre Lloyd Webber.  He composed the music; lyrics were by 

Charles Hart and Richard Stilgoe 
● The original novel makes much use of Gounod’s opera Faust as a background 

○ Faust is the protagonist of a classic German Legend.  He is a scholar who is 
highly dissatisfied with his life, which leads him to make a pact with the Devil, 
exchanging his soul for unlimited knowledge and worldly pleasures.  

● The Phantom of the Opera is really a musical about the theatre and all its secrets, 
grandeur, glamour and hard work. The Phantom’s story takes us backstage, behind the 
scenes, behind the “mask” of the theater. 

● The story of The Phantom of the Opera allows us a glimpse of how the illusion of the 
theatre is created.  

● 1925 silent film version 
● 1962 film version 
● 1976 musical 
● 1986 Andrew Lloyd Webber musical 
● 2004 film adaptation starring Gerard Butler and Emmy Rossum 

 
● Book was based on Paris Opera House Garnier, which is very important to people of 

Paris, still standing all these years through Napoleon Wars, World War 1, World War 2 
● Awful incidents took place at the Opera Garnier: 

○ The 28 of October of 1873 a young piano player was burnt in the face in a fire of 
the Rue Le Peletier’s conservatory.  His fiancée, a ballerina of the conservatory, 
lost her life in the fire.  Inconsolable and disfigured he sought refuge in the 
underground space below the Paris Opera house, which was then being built. 

○ It is said that he stayed in the Garnier Opera House until his death and that he 
lived near the underground lake that serves as a water source in case of a fire.  

○ He is said to have died underneath the Paris Opera House, and that his body has 
been confused for one of the bodies found from the revolutionaries of the Paris 
Communes. 

○ Paris Commune had communistic ideas, they were trying to overthrow Paris, and 
some were prisoners of the Opera House Garnier’s basement 

 
● The Opera House’s 7-ton bronze and crystal chandelier was designed by Garnier. The 

total cost came to 30,000 gold francs. 
○ On the 20th of May of 1896, one of the counterweights broke free and burst 

through the ceiling into the auditorium, killing a member of the audience during 
the middle of a performance.  Inspiring one of the most famous scenes in The 
Phantom of the Opera. 


